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EHE DR 9L WEESE (thunderclap headache) T
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Panel 3: Causes of thunderclap headache

Usually detected by non-contrast CT

« Subarachnoid haemorrhage (most cases detected by
non-contrast CT done within 24 h of symptom onset)

« Intracerebral haematoma

« Intraventricular haemorrhage

 Acute subdural haematoma

» Cerebral infarcts (after 3 h)

« Tumours (eg, third ventricle colloid cyst)

» Acute sinusitis

Usually detected by analysis of CSF after normal CT
»  Subarachnoid haemorrhage
« Meningitis

Possibly presenting with normal CT results and normal or

near-normal results of analysis of CSF

« Intracranial venous thrombosis

- Dissection of cervical arteries (extra or intracranial, carotid
or vertebral)

- Pituitary apoplexy

* Reversible cerebral vasoconstriction syndrome with or
without posterior reversible encephalopathy syndrome

+ Symptomatic aneurysm without evidence of
subarachnoid haemorrhage (painful third nerve paralysis)

« Intracranial hypotension (CSF pressure low)

« Cardiac cephalalgia due to myocardial ischaemia (very rare)

% Lancet Neurol 2012;11: 906-17& D
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